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JCICS Quarterly Listserv Report 
For the months of August 2007 – February 2008 

Issued: May 2, 2008 
 
Joint Council provides our members with the opportunity to review the main issues discussed and 
reported on the listservs through our Quarterly Reports. We are pleased to continue this service to our 
membership as an additional opportunity to review the information shared on all of the listservs, including 
lists to which an individual member may not be subscribed. The content provided below is a summary of 
pertinent issues or discussions shared on the respective lists during the past quarter. Please note that the 
information in the Quarterly Listserv Reports is not comprehensive. If Joint Council members wish to 
review all posted messages for the past quarter, you can access the Archive for the lists to which you are 
subscribed at: http://lists.jcics.org/lists. 
 
These reports will be disseminated to our members via the JCICS News List and will be posted on the 
Members Only Site. The listservs are provided as a member service of Joint Council. Joint Council 
accepts no responsibility for the opinions and information posted on this site by others. If any member is 
interested in subscribing to a various Committee or Caucus list, please contact Joint Council’s Child 
Advocacy Research Associate, Anna Rough, at annar@jcics.org. The information, reports, and views 
shared by individual members may not represent those of the Joint Council. Joint Council is not 
responsible for, nor liable for, the authenticity of information, views, and reports shared by individual 
members. 
 
Azerbaijan, Armenia, and Georgia 

• No activity 
 

Africa  
• A member inquired if anyone has experience working in Guinea or Senegal.  
• The co-chairs of the Africa caucus, Jeff Wigren and Deborah Mansfield, encouraged all members 

to reinvigorate the caucus with new dialogue.  
• A member inquired how many agencies are currently licensed to work in Ethiopia.  
• A member reiterated the benefits of guesthouse versus hotel stay for the families.  

 
Bulgaria 

• No activity 
 

Cambodia 
• No activity 

 
China  

• A member asked if anyone had been approved by the CCAA for their special needs waiting 
program. 

• Members discussed how many dossiers are waiting in China after the log-in date.  
• There was discussion regarding the age cut off for families whose dossiers are logged in China.  
• Members discussed changes in Chinese policy regarding concurrent adoptions and expanding 

wait times in Chinese adoptions. There were questions regarding what to tell families about the 
unknowns of the wait time.  

• Members discussed how they have not received referrals for a particular group of LIDs when 
other LIDS have received theirs.  

• There was discussion amongst members regarding concerns about the post-update referral 
service. There was also concern that non-regulated individuals/agencies are able to go where 
accredited primary service providers are not allowed, and that these concerns should be 
addressed with the CCAA.  

• There was discussion that CCAA seems to be updating the on-line information system only for 
agencies with referrals.  
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• A member asked about the fees for home study updates, as families are now having to renew 
several times due to lapses in their approval.  

• Members discussed how to quell the misinformation that families are receiving – for example, that 
CCAA would be closing international adoptions, due to the fact that CCAA removed information 
from their website about Document Processing and Referral Processing. 

 
Colombia  

• There was some discussion amongst members regarding the old versus new regulations that  
need to clarified by the ICBF. A member translated the regulations for distribution amongst 
agencies interested in receiving a copy.  

 
Committee on Global Awareness (COGA) 

• No activity 
 
Directors  

• Joint Council announced the launch of an exclusive high-quality, low-cost insurance program for 
all Member Organizations in September, 2007, thanks to the efforts of Mr. Joe Sutton, Vice-
President of Insurance Services Group. 

• There was some discussion regarding the number of references required by agencies for PAP’s.  
• Joelle Ruben reminded members that Joint Council will be offering a workshop during the 

conference to discuss the increasingly negative perception of intercountry adoption.  
 

Education  
• There was no activity 

 
Ethics 

• Joint Council’s Tom DiFilipo held an open dialogue at the "Adoption Ethics and Accountability" 
conference, which was held from Oct. 15-16 in Arlington, VA.  

 
Ethiopia  

• The Ethiopia listserv was established in February, 2008 to address issues, concerns and events   
      specific to the country of Ethiopia. 
• A member suggested the idea of sharing an Ethiopia program and its costs, or in beginning a joint   
      venture.  
 

Government Affairs  
• On Friday, November 16, 2007, President Bush signed the final instrument of ratification for the  
       Hague Convention. On December 12, 2007, the State Department deposited the Instrument of  
       Ratification.  
• Joint Council staff and the Board of Directors met with the U.S. Department of State and U.S.  

Citizenship and Immigration Services in conjunction with our in-person quarterly Board meeting. 
• The Guatemala 5000 Initiative resulted in 203 Members of the United States Congress supporting  
      the completion of all in-process adoptions via their signature on letters being sent on October 31,  
      2007 to Guatemalan President Oscar Berger, UNICEF Executive Director Ann Veneman, and  
      UNICEF Guatemala Director Manuel Manrique. The 203 Senators and Representatives  
      represent the largest number in the 22 year history of the Congressional Coalition on Adoption  
      and the first time the Coalition has addressed UNICEF. 
• The Hague Permanent Bureau (HPB) joined Joint Council, the U.S. Department of State and    

others in agreeing that transition cases should be allowed to proceed to completion without 
interruption. 

• Joint Council released its Standards of Practice for Vietnam. 
 

Guatemala  
• Members discussed the length of time required for pre-approvals, as well as the Consulate’s 

failure to notify the adoptive community of its temporary closure. 
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• Members discussed the raid on Casa Quivera and the fears it raises about possible additional 
raids on children’s homes and foster families. Joint Council issued a letter to President Berger 
regarding its significant concerns over the raid of Casa Quivera.  

• The Guatemalan Congress reaffirmed the Hague Convention with an effective date of January 1, 
2008.  

• Manuel Manrique, UNICEF Guatemala Director, along with Joint Council’s Tom DiFilipo and 
journalist Elizabeth Larsen, conducted an open dialogue with attendees on the future of 
Guatemalan adoptions at the Adoption Ethics and Accountability Conference. 

• Members discussed the State Department’s announcement that prospective adoptive families 
should not commence an adoption from Guatemala, and how it would quickly alter the 
Guatemalan adoption panorama.  

• Joint Council issued a statement that all ASP’s should cease issuing referrals on October 1st, 
2007, and members discussed the possibility of postponing or eliminating this date.  

• Joint Council asked for the participation of all member organizations with active Guatemala 
programs in compiling statistics on Guatemala transition cases. 

• Joint Council confirmed that on October 3, 2007, the Guatemalan Congress passed Hague 
compliant legislation, bill #3217 and that a grandfather clause was drafted by the Children’s 
Committee to be added to the bill as an amendment.  

• Members discussed the ‘grandfather’ clause in the US IAA, which provides for the completion of 
‘pipeline’ cases, but does not protect against significant changes in the Guatemalan Intercountry 
Adoption Process. 

• Joint Council asked the Guatemalan government to amend Article 56 of bill 3735 since it could 
preclude the completion of in-process adoptions under current law.  

• Members discussed the difficulties of getting cases into the Embassy as the CIS announced in 
mid October that they would restrict the cases they would receive to 40 per day and would not 
receive new cases after Dec.31. 

• Joint Council issued a recommendation that a case would be eligible for grandfather status if by 
December 31st, 2007, the case had a Power of Attorney, the POA was registered with the 
Supreme Court, and the Acta de Requerimiento had been issued.  

• Joint Council announced that the Guatemala National Council for Adoptions ended the 
registration period for transition adoption cases on February 12, 2008.  Close to 3,000 cases 
were registered under the ‘new’ system, virtually all of the adoptions initiated under the Notarial 
system. 

• Adam Schlicht of Joint Council confirmed that the Central Authority in Guatemala has 
recently stopped accepting registrations of in-process adoptions 

 
Hague 

• Members discussed issues regarding accreditation for outgoing cases. 
• Members discussed COA site visits for full Hague accreditation. 
• A member recommended that all those agencies pursuing temporary accreditation allow one of 

their staff to become a Peer Reviewer. 
• Members discussed delays in site visits, and how this is affecting their likelihood of making the 

cut-off list for accreditation. 
• Joint Council issued a statement regarding the site visits. 
• Members discussed the possibility of drafting a letter to DOS and COA that publicly states their 

concerns with the approval process and the unrealistic time frames. 
• A member asked if anyone had their site visit completed and received their ratings/report back 

from COA. 
• A member inquired if anyone could provide a list of countries that had ratified and implemented 

the Hague treaty.  
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Haiti  
• There was a discussion amongst members whether parents need to be at least 35 years of age 

to adopt from Haiti.  
• A member issued a call to action for all members regarding the State Department’s ruling that 

visas cannot be issued to legally adopted children.  
• Tom DiFilipo stated that Joint Council has asked the co-chairs of the Congressional Coalition on 

Adoption Issues to write a letter to DOS in order to end the State Department’s refusal to issue 
visas.  

• Tom DiFilipo issued a statement that Joint Council conducted two meetings with DOS and CIS on 
the issue of visas for orphans.  

• Members discussed the fact that the Consulate is now requesting that facilitators give them the I-
864 for each family with accompanying documentation before the Visa interview. 

• A member inquired what the other member’s Haiti program costs are, and if they are planning to 
increase them. 

• A member asked others to lobby the senators and deputies in order to change the limit of 2 
biological children in the new Haitian law. Members discussed several lobbying approaches to 
allow more biological children, or even remove an arbitrary family size altogether. 

• A conference call was held to discuss the current state of Haiti adoptions.  
 
Homestudy  

• A member asked for clarification on home studies, as they were told that this applies only to    
      families that are being certified for foster care, not those doing international adoption. 
• A member inquired if there is a requirement from USCIS to specify past medical issues.  
 

India  
• Members discussed that Supervised Provider Agreements sent to organizations 
• Members discussed the upcoming CARA conference pre-meeting, as well as the proposed topics 

of discussion, including new rules and their effects on US agencies. 
• A member proposed a discussion on how the new guidelines will affect older children and 

children with special needs.  
• A member expressed their concern that CARA will not accept home studies done by Independent       

Social Workers.  
• Members discussed which US states require ICPC for international adoptions from India. 
• Members discussed mail they’ve received from CARA with the NOCs missing. 
• DOS issued a statement that CARA is concerned about allowing U.S. agencies to enter into 

contracts with select Indian agencies, because they believe that it will foster illicit payments.  
• Members discussed the licensure of foreign agencies by CARA in New Delhi. 
• The temporary caucus chair was announced.   

 
JCICS News  

• Tom DiFilipo and Jennifer Peterson met with the newly appointed Deputy Assistant Secretary for 
Overseas Citizens Services, Michele Bond and Deputy Consul General for Guatemala, Barbara 
Armstrong along with Hague Unit Chief, Katherine Monahan. 

• Joint Council participated in a collaborative effort to address the need for a comprehensive 
approach to international child welfare and to develop large scale funding for such programming. 

• Joint Council’s Tom DiFilipo met with Oscar Lujan, USCIS Director for Latin America and the 
Caribbean, and Peter Rosenstock, Hong Kong Officer-in-Charge. 

• Joint Council met with their 2007 Conference Keynote, Paul Singer and Amy Verder, both of the 
Global Orphan Care Initiative, in Minneapolis, MN.  The meeting addressed the needs of the 
broader child welfare community. 

• Joint Council participated in a conference call with Assistant Secretary for Consular Affairs, 
Maura Harty, on August 2nd, to discuss the new DNA requirement. 



 5

• Joint Council’s Tom DiFilipo, Joelle Ruben and Adam Schlicht met with Gerry Fueller, DOS 
Bilateral Adoption Unit Chief.  Issues addressed included the suspension of visas for Haitian 
adoptions, Russian accreditation/Interpol and the new NVC processing of 171-H approvals.  

• Joint Council staff and its Board of Directors conducted a two-hour meeting with 16 members of 
both DOS & USCIS, including Julie Furuta-Toy, Director of the Office of Children’s Issues and 
Alana Ow, Acting Chief of International Operations. 

• Joint Council met with a representative from Senator Mary Landrieu’s office regarding the 
development of ICA throughout Africa and future collaboration between Joint Council and the 
Senator’s office. 

• Joint Council met with Oscar Lujan, USCIS Latin America & Caribbean District Director to 
advocate for a resolution of the Haiti issues and to discuss Vietnam and Guatemala. 

• A Joint Council Korea Task Force was formed to address the challenges facing Korean 
intercountry adoption. 

• With the cooperation and support of the Joint Council Guatemala Caucus, a letter was issued to 
President Berger expressing significant concerns over the recent raid of Casa Quivera.  

• Tom DiFilipo, the President of Joint Council, asked that all potential evaluators and current 
evaluators call COA and volunteer for additional site visits prior to the February 15th, 2008 Hague 
accreditation date.  

• Senator Norm Coleman (R-MN) was appointed as the new Co-Chair of both the Congressional 
Coalition on Adoption (CCA) and Congressional Coalition on Adoption Institute (CCAI). 

• Joint Council initiated the Guatemala 5000 campaign after President Oscar Berger announced 
plans to suspend all intercountry adoption with American families on January 1 2008.  

• Paul Singer joined the Board of Directors. 
• Tom DiFilipo spoke on Mutual Co-operation and Transparency & Ethical issues in Inter-country 

Adoption at the 2nd International Adoption Conference on October 10, 2007. 
• Joint Council launched a successful Haiti Initiative which resulted in the reversal of DOS policy 

regarding the issuance of visas to Haitian orphans. 
• A new Colombia Caucus was announced. 
• Joint Council participated in nine meetings with the DOS Office of Children’s Issues (CI) and the 

DOS Bureau of Population Migration and Refugees (PMR). Joint Council participated in four 
meetings with the CIS Adoption Unit. 

• Tom DiFilipo participated in the Harvard Law School International Adoption Working Session on 
January 25 2008. 

• Tom DiFilipo, Joelle Ruben, and Adam Schlicht attended Remarks on National Adoption Day at 
the White House on November 16th. 

• Joint Council held a Vietnam Summit to discuss best practices related specifically to Vietnam.  
The Summit, through the courtesy of Congressman James Oberstar, was held on Capitol Hill and 
included representatives from 32 adoption service providers as well as other child advocacy 
groups.  

• At the invitation of the Russian Ministry of Education (MOE), Joint Council’s Tom DiFilipo and 
Board Member Jody Sciortino presented at the MOE’s International Conference on the Protection 
of Rights for Orphans and Children Without Parents in Moscow.  

• Taylor Fleeson joined the Joint Council staff as Programs and Services Assistant.  
   

Kazakhstan  
• Members discussed the current wait times for referrals of children 0-18 months.  
• Members discussed the difficulty of submitting dossiers for processing to the Kazakhstan 

Embassy. 
 
Korea  

• Members discussed the new Korean adoption law, and if it is increasing domestic adoption.  
 
Medical  

• No activity 
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Members  
• A member encouraged others to sign up to be a Hague peer reviewer based on her own positive 

experience.  
• A member inquired about the cost of developing a placing program. 
• Members discussed if it is sufficient when one parent travels to pick up a child and sign the I600 

after the adoption is completed. 
• Members discussed a case in which two adopted children were both discovered to have TB. 
• A member inquired if grants or financial aid are available to parents of RAD children. 
• Members discussed the difficulties incurred when site visits are cancelled on short notice. 
• Members discussed the fees imposed, per agency, by the Hague and what the monies are used 

for. 
• Members expressed their concern that national requirements were not given to every state 

licensing agency. 
• Members discussed how to categorize and work with independent social workers.  
• Members discussed the fingerprint expiration date, how it affects the free extension, and the 

biometrics fee. 
• A member asked for advice on which databases to use and not to use. 
• Members discussed the difficulties their families have been having regarding the passport 

renewal for their adopted children. 
• A member asked if anyone had put together a list of all of the state Child Abuse Registries and 

fees and addresses/phone numbers/email addresses. 
• A member asked if anyone had information about adopting from Jamaica. 
• Members discussed the possibility of applying to more than one country program, particularly due 

to the wait times for the China program.  
• A member inquired if anyone had experience using the SAFE Homestudy evaluation. 
• Members discussed if families adopting from China will need a second I600a approval. 
• A member asked if anyone has used the FAF for homestudies or post placement visits. 
• Members discussed which companies to use for the DNA testing required by US Embassies. 
• Members discussed the posting on CCAA’s website that it will now allow concurrent adoptions 

and pregnancy as long as there is 12 months between children joining the family. 
• Members discussed ideas for the Joint Council webinar series. 
• A member inquired about the current practice of adopting from Ukraine, specifically if the letter of 

approval comes directly to the family or only the registered facilitator.  
• The Friends in Adoption Award was presented to Tom DiFilipo. 
• Members expressed concern over homestudy updates for families that undergo "significant" 

changes in their situation. 
• Members discussed the issue of using a contract Social Worker (or home study provider) by an 

exempt agency or supervised provider.  
 

Romania/Moldova  
• No activity 

 
Russia  

• Joint Council posted an e-mail from the new Chief of the Immigrant Visa Unit for the US 
Embassy, inviting each U.S.-affiliated adoption agency to attend a meeting at the US Embassy. 

 
Ukraine  

• Joint Council’s Ukraine Caucus chair asked all agencies with active programs to share 
information among all the members of the Caucus. 

• A member inquired if adoptions are progressing and if families being shown children in the age 
range they have requested. 

• Members discussed the publicly released notice of Adoption Quotas from Ukraine for 2008. 
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Vietnam 
• A conference call was held to discuss the current status of Vietnam. 
• Joint Council invited all Member Organizations to a Vietnam Summit meeting, to be joined by 

DOS and USCIS. 
• Members asked if any I-600s had been approved under the new system. 
• Members discussed the new Vietnam Standards of Practice. 
• A member inquired if CIS will pre-approve the I-600 even though the family’s fingerprints are 

expired. 
 
Young Professionals 

• No activity 


